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Self-Inflicted Radial Artery Pseudoaneurysm Due to
Attempted Needle Drainage of a Suspected Abscess

A 49 year old welder was admitted to the emergency
department with bleeding from the site of a burn injury
during work. One week after a second degree burn, a local
swelling developed in his right forearm. The patient sus-
pected that it was an abscess and attempted to drain it with

a needle. This caused high pressure bleeding and the sub-
sequent appearance of a pulsating mass in his distal forearm
(B). A computed tomography scan showed a pseudoaneur-
ysm of the radial artery (A), which was confirmed by a duplex
ultrasound scan. Aneurysmectomy was performed with
partial resection of the radial artery and an end to end
anastomosis. After 15 days of rest and removal of stitches,
the patient returned to work. A duplex ultrasound scan
performed after 30 days confirmed the success of radial
artery reconstruction, showing arterial patency and good
downstream flow to the superficial palmar arch.

Mario Tortorella’, Roberto Sanfilippo
Department of Surgery, University of Cagliari, Monserrato,
CA, Italy

*Corresponding author. Department of surgery, University
of Cagliari, Monserrato, CA, Italy.

Email-address: mario.tortorella29790@gmail.com (Mario
Tortorella)

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf
of European Society for Vascular Surgery. This is an open
access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejvsvf.2023.05.010


mailto:mario.tortorella29790@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejvsvf.2023.05.010

	Self-Inflicted Radial Artery Pseudoaneurysm Due to Attempted Needle Drainage of a Suspected Abscess

