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La passione per le conoscenze

Les RIPAM (Rencontres Internationles du Patrimoine Architectural Méditerranéen) sont à
la fois des rencontres et un réseau de personnes et d’institutions qui travaillent pour la con-
naissance et à la conservation du patrimoine architectural et urbain méditerranéen: Meknès
(Maroc) en 2005, Marrakech (Maroc) en 2007, Lisbonne (Portugal) en 2009, M’sila (Algérie)
en 2012, Marseille (France) en 2013, Monastir (Tunisie) en 2015. La septième conférence
RIPAM «Conservation et valorisation du patrimoine architectural et paysagé des sites côtiers
méditerranéens / Conservation and promotion of architectural and landscape heritage of
the Mediterranean coastal sites» a été organisée à Gênes le 20-22 septembre 2017 par le
DAD (Département d’Architecture et Design, Université de Gênes) et le CNR-ICVBC (Institut
de Conservation et de mise en valeur du Patrimoine Culturel du Conseil National des Re-
cherches de Florence, maintenant CNR-Institut des Sciences du Patrimoine Culturel).

Ce livre contient les travaux de recherche menés depuis Ripam7 sur la conservation et la
mise en valeur du patrimoine architectural et paysager des sites côtiers de la Méditerranée.
Il part ensuite de la définition du paysage côtier et des transformations que le paysage lui-
même a souffert au fil du temps, dans la région méditerranéenne pour arriver ensuite aux
spécificités du patrimoine architectural de ces mêmes régions. Différentes théories et ap-
proches méthodologiques sont comparées. La deuxième partie de l’ouvrage décrit les stra-
tégies de conservation et de valorisation et présente des interventions dans différentes
parties des côtes méditerranéennes (des côtes italiennes aux côtes françaises et portugai-
ses, puis aux côtes marocaines, tunisiennes, algériennes, israéliennes, turques, grecques
et syriennes).

The RIPAM (French acronym for International Meetings on Mediterranean Architectural
Heritage) are both meetings and a network of people and institutions working to the kno-
wledge and the conservation of the architectural and urban Mediterranean heritage: Meknes
(Morocco) in 2005, Marrakech (Morocco) ) in 2007, Lisbon (Portugal) in 2009, M’sila (Algeria)
in 2012, Marseille (France) in 2013, Monastir (Tunisia) in 2015. The seventh RIPAM confe-
rence “Conservation and enhancement of the architectural and landscaped heritage of coa-
stal sites Mediterranean / Conservation and Promotion of Architectural and Landscape
Heritage of the Mediterranean coastal sites” was organized in Genoa, 20-22 September
2017, by the DAD (Department of Architecture and Design, University of Genoa) and the
CNR-ICVBC (Institute of Conservation and Promotion of Cultural Heritage of the National
Research Council of Florence) now CNR-ISPC (Institute of Heritage Sciences) .

This book contains the research work done since Ripam7 on the conservation and pro-
motion of the architectural and landscape heritage of Mediterranean coastal sites. It starts
with the definition of coastal landscape and the transformations that the landscape itself
has undergone, over time, in the Mediterranean area Then it addresses the specificities of
the architectural heritage of these same areas. Different theories and methodological ap-
proaches are compared. In the second part of the book, conservation and promotion stra-
tegies are described with interventions carried out in different parts of the Mediterranean
coasts (from the Italian coasts to the French and Portuguese coasts and then to the Moroc-
can, Tunisian, Algerian, Israeli, Turkish and Greek coasts  till the Syrian territory).
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The Sardinian coast, an uninhabitaded place of historical 
transformations 

Caterina GIANNATTASIO, Silvana Maria GRILLO, Stefania 
MURRU, Andrea PINNA 
Dipartimento di Ingegneria Civile, Ambientale e Architettura, Università 
degli Studi di Cagliari 
e-mail : grillo@unica.it  
http://dipartimenti.unica.it/ingegneriacivileambientaleearchitettura/ 
 

Abstract. The Sardinian coast have been the scene of continuous transformations 
linked to the activity and the history of human population, contrary to what might 
suggest a coastal area characterized for a long time by a low settlement density. 
The boundary space between land and sea was the only border between the 
island of Sardinia and the ‘outside’ and a place of continuous exchange and 
change with positive or negative consequences: trade between Nuragic and 
Mycenaean people, conquest by Romans, continuous raids of Arabs (VII-VIII sec. 
AD) and then Ottomans (XVI sec.), until recent changes for touristic purposes. The 
signs of these modifications on the landscape are at times visible, other times 
partially or totally disappeared. All these signs affect territories not only at the 
landscape scale, but also the architectural and material scale. In fact, the 
industrial construction techniques have influenced design, replacing traditional 
materials and techniques. The use of local stone represented the land mark on the 
human landscape, today instead characterized by materials, techniques and 
architectural styles homogeneous along the Sardinian and Mediterranean coast. 
For research purposes, but even more for the dissemination of knowledge, the 
representation of these transformations still presents several operating difficulties, 
especially for the fact that adding spatial and temporal information involves 
confusion. The description of these sequences of signs as historical layers is an 
important challenge to promote an aware observation of the cultural landscape, 
not only among tourists, but also among local people. Thus, the goal of the work 
is to propose solutions for the representation of places, examining a part of the 
Sardinian western coast as a case study. These outcomes can have implications 
for the study of the ‘land as palimpsest’ and also in order to raise the awareness 
of cultural heritage. The paper will present the results of the case study analysis, in 
terms of graphical representation; secondly, it will try to propose ICT tools that can 
be integrated with territorial analysis and facilitate the comprehension of the 
landscape. 
Keywords: palimpsest, graphical representation, landscape narrative. 
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