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Abstract 
 
The emerging environmental, social and economic pressures highlighted the need for long-term 
approaches to bring sustainable development. Sustainable finance emerged as a novel approaches that 
actively contribute to sustainable development. However, it is often considered as an umbrella term that 
encompasses different financial practices, tools, and instruments. All the progress and success in the 
field of sustainable finance to date notwithstanding, it is thus essential to develop a standardized 
conceptual framework to clarify the ambiguity among the core construct. Based on this consideration, 
this study applies a bibliometric approach to provide a robust roadmap that delineates the sustainable 
finance conceptual landscape. The concrete outcomes of this research elucidate the origin and evolution 
of the sustainable finance concept and provide a contemporary review of the related tools, approaches, 
and instruments. Simultaneously, this study also depicts the precise boundaries among the core elements 
of sustainable finance. The main contribution of this study is thus to provide researchers, organizations, 
and the society a better understanding of all the aspects of sustainable finance that are useful for 
sustainable development in the financial world. Further, this research uncovers the underexplored areas 
within the sustainable finance paradigm to which researchers and organizations should channel their 
attention. 
 
Keywords: Sustainable Finance, Sustainable Development, Bibliometrics 
 
JEL Codes: G01, Q01 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 University of Cagliari, Italy, r.fatima@studenti.unica.it. 
2 Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania, iustina.boitan@fin.ase.ro. 
3 University of Cagliari, Italy, rosella.care@unica.it. 
 


