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INTRODUCTION

Preventing early school leaving represents a key priority in European and Italian
policy. The Council Resolution 2021/C 66/01 established a target of reducing
school dropout below 9% by 2030, while Italy’s National Recovery and
Resilience Plan (PNRR, 2021) highlighted dropout reduction and educational
poverty prevention as strategic objectives within Mission 4 and Mission 5. With
Italy’s current dropout rate at 13.1%, significantly above EU targets, addressing
this issue is crucial given its documented individual, social, and economic
consequences (European Commission/EACEA/Eurydice/Cedefop, 2014).

The general objective of this panel aimed to focus on three areas related to the
phenomenon of early school leaving: investigations of risk factors; evaluations
of interventions; and analyses of international, national, and local policies.

1. RISK FACTORS: MULTIPLE DIMENSIONS AND METHODOLOGICAL CHAL-
LENGES

School dropout results from multidimensional factors at individual, family,
school, and institutional levels (Battin-Pearson et al., 2000; EASNIE, 2019;
Hammond et al., 2007; Rumberger, 2011). The panel presented several
contributions examining risk factors through diverse methodological
approaches.

The methodological challenges in defining and measuring school dropout were
highlighted by Beri et al. (2024), while the TALENTED project research (Bonaiuti
et al, 2024) offered a comprehensive framework examining multiple
dimensions of dropout risk, consistent with contemporary ecological models
(Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 2006; Dupéré et al., 2015). The analysis of student-
related factors, family variables, and teacher characteristics revealed complex
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interaction patterns, with Miranda and Vespasiani (2024) proposing a research-
training approach based on Self-Determination Theory to enhance teacher
support for student motivation. Particularly significant were the territorial
analyses by Gragnaniello et al. (2024) and Moccia et al. (2024) investigating
dropout factors in Campania schools and areas affected by organized crime,
contributing to understanding how socio-territorial contexts influence
educational trajectories.

2. INTERVENTION STRATEGIES: FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE

Internationally, interventions have been developed and evaluated to
understand effective approaches for preventing early school leaving and
improving key predictive outcomes. The panel presented several innovative
intervention approaches reflecting current trends in evidence-based
educational practice, ranging from experimental studies to comprehensive
territorial programs.

The Kepler lab experience reported by Spampinato and Conficoni (2024)
demonstrated through quasi-experimental methods how after-school
interventions for underperforming immigrant students improved motivational
orientation, self-efficacy, and classroom engagement. Similarly, the “Provaci
ancora Sam” project (Pongiluppi & Bianchini, 2024) exemplified successful
territorial integration, combining classroom prevention with support centers
and adult education to address functional illiteracy and educational
disadvantage. Within the PRIN TALENTED framework, Bruni et al. (2024)
explored the potential of gamification through elements like points, challenges,
and leaderboards to enhance student engagement and reduce dropout risk.

The importance of teaching approaches emerged strongly through the research
by Germani (2024) examining 1,092 high school students using Self-
Determination Theory, revealing how need-supportive teaching enhances
intrinsic motivation while need-thwarting approaches increase dropout risk.
These diverse interventions share key elements with successful international
programs (Wilson et al.,, 2011), all emphasizing supportive learning
environments, strengthened motivation, and positive teacher-student
relationships.

3. INTERVENTION STRATEGIES: FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE

School dropout needs to be addressed through an eco-systemic approach
(EASNIE, 2019), involving actions at national, school, and individual levels. The
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contributions analyzed multi-level policies for preventing school dropout
through systematic evidence mapping.

The policy analysis revealed the importance of coordinated institutional efforts
(Burns & Koster, 2016). The Metropolitan Observatory in Catania (Colloca &
Piazza, 2024) demonstrated innovative stakeholder coordination, aligning with
research on collective impact initiatives (Henig et al., 2016) and networked
governance (Provan & Kenis, 2008). Their model of institutional cooperation
involves judicial authorities, social services, and educational institutions. The
analysis by Frega (2024) of the National Recovery and Resilience Plan
contributes to post-pandemic educational recovery policies, while the EAPED
project (Di Martino et al., 2024) aims to provide evidence-based practices
addressing early school leaving. Within this project, Pannone et al. (2024)
develops an Evidence and Gap Map to synthesize international evidence on
prevention, intervention, and compensation programs, while Vegliante and
Coppola (2024) explore NEET-related policies and school-to-work transition
strategies, examining the strengths and weaknesses of current educational and
employment policies.

CONCLUSIONS

The contributions presented in this panel advance our understanding of ESL
while highlighting key areas for future research and intervention. The research
demonstrates how the complex interplay of individual, family, school, and
socio-territorial factors requires sophisticated methodological approaches,
though challenges in measuring dropout persist.

Promising intervention strategies integrate multiple professional perspectives
and address both academic and socio-emotional dimensions, while policy
studies emphasize institutional coordination and evidence-based frameworks.
Moving forward, priorities include rigorous evaluation of long-term outcomes
and development of flexible, locally-responsive institutional networks.
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As the main organizer of the conference, Scuola democratica -
Learning for Democracy is a cultural association and academic
journal dedicated to enriching the scientific and cultural debate
on school, university, education, work, and lifelong learning in an
organic and cross-cutting manner. Scuola democratica is sup-
ported by a scientific network of more than 100 scholars and aims
to be a meeting ground, nationally and internationally, between
the various disciplines concerned with issues in education and
training.

CIRD (Centro Interuniversitario per la Ricerca Didattica) is the
main research center in Sardinia on educational processes and
policies of educational experimentation at school and university
level, and in a multi- and interdisciplinary perspective. Its main
objective is to foster school-university collaboration and to sup-
port the integration of the educational system as a whole.

The Foundation of Sardinia pursues the public interest and so-
cial benefit with special emphasis on the socio-economic devel-
opment of the Region of Sardinia. It operates by allocating grants
or funding to others’ projects and initiatives, or by promoting its
own projects and initiatives, including in collaboration with other
entities.

Since its outset in the early 1950s in Bologna, the aim of Il Mulino
publishing company has been to contribute to Italian culture
through a program of publications that drew significantly from the
Anglo-Saxon social sciences, and was inspired by an explicitly
empirical and reformist approach

Established in 2012, the Department of Political and Social Sci-
ences of the University of Cagliari is bearer of a tradition of stud-
ies and research characterized by interdisciplinarity. The Depart-
ment of Political and Social Sciences promotes and coordinates
research and teaching in social, communicative economic-sta-
tistical, legal, historical-political-international.









